CHAPTER XXV

FRANCIS  I
Born 1541. (Reigned 1574-1587 ) Died 1587

THE knell of the Medici fortunes has struck; though muffled
at first, its distant tolling can hencefoith be heard in the midst
of all their grandeur. Almost from the very day that the
crown, striven after for so many years, first by Giulio and
then by Cosimo, was gained, this family's deterioration, both
in abilities and character, set in. The crown now set above
the palle in the family arms becomes but the signal of depart-
ing glory. For one hundred and seventy years we have seen
the Medici steadily climbing upwards; for the next hundred
and seventy years we see them sinking steadily down to their
end. There were pauses in that downward course, but its
general tendency was ever the same. And with Francis I, the
eldest son of Cosimo, that decline begins.

It had begun five years before he actually came to the
throne. Cosimo from the time that he gained the rank of
Grand Duke gave up practically the entire government of the
state to Francis, and, adopting an unworthy style of life, ap-
parently disregarded the fact that his son's negligent rule was
sowing the seeds of serious harm to the administration of the
country. The natural result ensued with extreme rapidity, and
within two years of Cosimo's death misrule and corruption
were rampant in every department of the State. Disorganisa-
tion in the administration of the police, and corruption in the
judicial tribunals, soon produced an enormous growth of
crime; and Francis's reign of thirteen years became a con-
tinuous record of bad government and social demoralisation.
So that Tuscany, which under a good government might have
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